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Farnham Road bridge
8.6

The A355 Farnham Road is part of Slough Borough Council’s principal road network, with
walkways on both sides of the highway. The bridge crosses the Great Western Main Line on a
heavy skew about 2 km west of Slough station, in the Borough of Slough.

8.7

Farnham Road is a key bus corridor that currently has five bus routes operating along it. A
photograph of Farnham Road bridge is shown in figure 8.1.
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Introduction
8.1

8.2

8.3

Within this route window the main Crossrail works will involve:
•

Introduction of overhead line equipment throughout;

•

Raising the parapets of Farnham Road bridge together with track lowering; and

•

Raising of Stoke Poges Lane bridge to accommodate OHLE.

Two worksites will serve the Farnham Road bridge works:
•

Farnham Road bridge worksite north; and

•

Farnham Road bridge worksite south.

Two worksites will serve the Stoke Poges Lane works:
•

Stoke Poges Lane bridge worksite north; and

•

Stoke Poges Lane bridge worksite south.

8.4

It is estimated that the works to Stoke Poges Lane bridge will take eight months. The parapet
works at Farnham Road bridge are expected to last two months with track lowering taking five
weeks.

8.5

The drawings provided at the end of this chapter present the main features of the route window
and the assessed construction lorry routes.
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Figure 8.1: Farnham Road bridge

Stoke Poges Lane bridge
8.8

Stoke Poges Lane lies to the west of Slough station and west of the Windsor Branch line. It is an
unclassified road and connects with the A4 Bath Road to the south. It is in the Borough of
Slough.

8.9

Stoke Poges Lane has two lanes but no footways. There is an adjacent footbridge that provides
means for pedestrians and cyclists to cross over the tracks. Recent surveys showed over 1,000
pedestrians and about 170 cyclists making use of the footbridge between 0700 and 1900. A
photograph of Stoke Poges Lane bridge is shown in figure 8.2.

STOKE POGES LANE BRIDGE
Farnham Road bridge worksite north
8.14

The northern worksite is located northwest of the bridge, occupying all 16 spaces of an office /
industrial unit. The worksite is shown in figure 8.3.

8.15

The number of displaced vehicles is low and there is capacity on the surrounding roads to
accommodate them, therefore the effect of displacement would be minimal. There will therefore
be no significant impact due to this worksite. Site access will be from Malton Avenue.

Figure 8.2: Stoke Poges Lane bridge and footbridge looking north

The permanent works
Farnham Road bridge
8.10

At Farnham Road bridge, the parapets will be raised and the track will be lowered slightly
beneath the bridge. Transport of materials to and from the site for the bridge work will be by
road. Materials excavated or used in the track lowering works at Farnham Road bridge will be
transported to and from the site by rail.
Stoke Poges Lane bridge

8.11

At Stoke Poges Lane, the road bridge will be raised to provide sufficient clearance for OHLE.
Following the removal of the road surface and the diversion of utilities onto the existing
footbridge, the road bridge will be permanently jacked up before the bridge is lowered to its final
position. These works will require the closure of the road bridge for up to three months.

8.12

The parapets of the footbridge also need to be raised, requiring closure for approximately three
weeks. During this time an alternative route will be made available to pedestrians and cyclists.
One lane will be cordoned for pedestrian and cyclist use on the road bridge. There is therefore no
significant impact caused by the closure of the footbridge.

Figure 8.3: Farnham Road bridge worksite north

Farnham Road bridge worksite south
8.16

The southern worksite is located southwest of the bridge within an existing car park that was
observed to be fully utilised. This car park provides parking provision for an office development
to its west. The worksite will displace approximately 40 parking spaces for two months.
Displacing these vehicles will constitute a significant traffic and transport impact. The worksite is
shown in figure 8.4.

8.17

The site will be accessed via the car park entrance from A355 Farnham Road.

Worksite assessment (group 1)
8.13

Both worksites located at Farnham Road bridge have been grouped together because they share
similar lorry routes. Worksites and lorry routes are described below and shown on Map W19 (iv).
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Figure 8.4: Farnham Road bridge worksite south

Lorry route assessment
8.18

Lorry access to the northern worksite will be from A4 Bath Road, along Farnham Road,
Buckingham Avenue, Yarmouth Road and Malton Avenue. Access to the southern worksite will
be directly from Farnham Road

8.19

During the whole construction period at the northern worksite the number of lorries generated by
the construction activities is expected to remain constant at an estimated rate of two per day.

8.20

The overall construction period associated with the southern worksite is two months. During the
whole construction period at the southern worksite the number of lorries generated by the
construction activities is expected to remain constant at an estimated rate of two per day.

8.21

All worksites located at Stoke Poges Lane bridge have been grouped together because they share
similar lorry routes. Worksites and lorry routes are described below and shown on Map W19 (iv).
Stoke Poges Lane worksite south

8.23

8.24

The steps in the northeast corner of the playing fields provide access to the footbridge from the
fields. They will be closed to the public during construction for approximately eight months.
Appropriate signage will direct pedestrians along the western footway on Stoke Poges Lane. This
does not constitute a significant impact.

8.25

No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified that are associated with this
worksite.
Stoke Poges Lane worksite north

8.26

The northern worksite will be northeast of the bridge in an area of land adjacent to the Great
Western Main Line that is currently used as a car park by adjacent businesses (see figure 8.6).
The worksite will occupy some 60 car parking spaces for approximately eight months. The
displacement of these private spaces will result in a temporary significant impact.

8.27

Access will be from Stoke Poges Lane via an existing entry point. It should be noted that this
access has poor visibility and will only be used as a temporary access during the construction
period. The number of lorries using this junction will be low, approximately 10 per day.

No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified as a result of these lorry routes
and cumulative lorry traffic volumes.

Worksite assessment (group 2)
8.22

Figure 8.5: Stoke Poges Lane bridge worksite south

The southern worksite is located in the northeast corner of Salt Hill Park playing fields as shown
in figure 8.5. Access to the worksite will be from a new access point located just south of the
junction of Stoke Poges Lane with Lansdowne Road. The worksite boundary has been extended
to this point due to the difference in height between the road and the worksite.
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STOKE POGES LANE BRIDGE
8.34

In summary, the following significant traffic and transport impacts will occur during construction
in this route window:
•

Loss of private parking at Farnham Road bridge; and

•

Loss of private parking at Stoke Poges Lane bridge.

Mitigation and permanent impacts
8.35

There are no permanent impacts at Stoke Poges Lane bridge, or footbridge.
Table 8.1: Route Window W19 – Temporary impacts

Potential impact

Significance

Committed Mitigation

Residual Impact
Description

Significance

Worksite Impacts
Parking and Loading
CT4b

Figure 8.6: Stoke Poges Lane bridge worksite north

Lorry route assessment
8.28

Lorry access to the southern worksite will be from the A4 Bath Road and along Stoke Poges Lane
to the proposed worksite access located just south of the junction with Landsdowne Avenue.
Lorry access to the northern worksite will be from the A4 in the south for the majority of the
construction period. When the bridge is closed, the route will be Wellington Street, William
Street and Elliman Avenue.

8.29

Peak construction activities at the southern worksite will occur for a period of 1 week, during
which time the number of two-way lorry trips generated by the worksite will be 10 per day. At
other times the typical number of daily lorry trips will be approximately two per day.

8.30

Peak construction activities at the northern worksite will occur for a period of two weeks, during
which time the number of lorries generated by the worksite will be 10 per day. At other times the
typical number of lorry movements will be approximately four per day.

8.31

No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified as a result of these lorry routes
and cumulative lorry traffic volumes.

8.32

Temporary diversion notices to pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles will be required during periods
when the bridge is to be closed for works.

8.33

Two potential significant impacts caused by the closure of Stoke Poges Lane Footbridge have
been mitigated by the provision of temporary pedestrian and cyclist facilities along Stoke Poges
Lane Road Bridge.

Significant

No obvious site for relocation

Loss of 40
spaces

Significant

Loss of 60
spaces at
Stoke Poges
Lane bridge
north worksite

Significant

No obvious site for relocation

Loss of 60
spaces

Significant

Closure of
steps/footpath
in NE corner
of Salt Hill
Park.

Not
significant

Provision of adequate signage during
closure alerting pedestrians and cyclists to
diversions.

None

Not
significant

Closure of
Stoke Poges
Lane
Footbridge

Significant

Provision of one lane cordoned for
pedestrian/cyclist use on Road Bridge,
arrangements to be agreed with the
highways authority

Increased
Delay to
vehicle
occupants

Not
significant

Not
significant

Diversion length is not significant

None

Not
significant

Vulnerable Road User
Delay
CT5b
CT5c

Traffic Level and
Delays to Vehicle
Occupants
CT1c

Mitigation and temporary impacts

Loss of 40
spaces at
Farnham
Road Bridge
worksite south

Closure of
Stoke Poges
Lane for four
weeks,
resulting in a
1.15 km
diversion
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