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The southern worksite will also serve construction work on the new Jutsums Lane bridge. These
worksites are shown on Map NE8 (iv).
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9.4

This western part of the depot will take about four years and eight months to construct, including
an initial one year nine months of enabling works. A robust traffic and transport assessment has
been undertaken, on the assumption that contaminated material will be removed from site rather
than being left in situ and the relevant areas capped. In this assessment the assumption is that
some 85 per cent of all excavated material will be removed from the site by rail and the rest by
road.

9.5

The drawings provided at the end of this chapter present the main features of the route window
and the assessed construction lorry routes.

Baseline conditions
9.6

The route window is bounded to the west by Whalebone Lane South, Chadwell Heath, and to the
east by Sheringham Avenue, Romford. Most of the land to be occupied by the Romford Depot is
in the London Borough of Havering; the rest is in the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham
(see Map NE8 (iv)). The worksite is surrounded to the north (beyond the Great Eastern Main
Line) by residential areas and open space including the Westlands playing field and West Ham
United Football Club’s training ground, to the south, by residential and industrial areas and
Crowlands Heath Golf Course; and to the east and west, by more residential and industrial areas.
South of the Great Eastern Main Line, the depot site requires the use of railway land that is
occupied at present by Network Rail’s overhead line maintenance depot.

9.7

The two main roads in the route window are A118 London Road (north of the worksites, running
east–west parallel to the Great Eastern Main Line) and A1112 Whalebone Lane North and
Whalebone Lane South (a north–south route to the west of the worksites). Both are heavily
trafficked at peak times and experience congestion at the junction where they meet.

9.8

Crow Lane runs east–west to the south of the Great Eastern Main Line, and is one-way
westbound approaching its junction with Whalebone Lane South, where only left (southbound)
turns are permitted. Jutsums Lane to the east of the worksites connects London Road to Crow
Lane. The railway bridge on Jutsums Lane has a clearance of only 2.97 m and the carriageway
beneath the bridge is narrow; traffic is therefore controlled through a single lane using traffic
signals.

9.9

A118 London Road has urban clearway restrictions operating from 0800 to 0930 hours and from
1630 to 1830 hours, Monday to Friday. Parking is prohibited at all times on A1112 Whalebone
Lane South, on the approach to the junction with London Road.

9.10

The following roads in this route window are bus routes:

Introduction
9.1

9.2

9.3

The Romford Maintenance Depot will play an important role in the operation of Crossrail, as it
will be where the general maintenance of the Crossrail train fleet takes place. Major construction
works associated with the Depot fall into Route Windows NE8 and NE9. The main works in
Route Window NE8 – the western end of the depot – consist of the construction of a rail
underpass in order to reduce conflicting movements between trains on the Great Eastern Main
Line and trains moving to and from a new Romford depot. In more detail, the works will be as
follows:
•

reshaping an earth ramp adjacent to Whalebone Lane Bridge;

•

widening an embankment along the north and south faces of the Great Eastern Main Line;

•

constructing a new grade-separated rail connection from the tracks on the north side of the
Great Eastern Main Line under the running lines to the depot site on the south side;

•

constructing a new railway bridge over Jutsums Lane;

•

constructing the depot approach tracks.

The major part of the depot, such as the train wash facilities, the control centre, the train
maintenance shed and the stabling sidings, are located towards the eastern end of the depot site
and fall within Route Window NE9.
There are four worksites associated with the construction of the Romford Depot. Two of them are
in this route window; the others are further east in Route Window NE9. Those in this route
window are:
•

Romford Diveunder Worksite North;

•

Romford Diveunder Worksite South.

•

London Road;

•

Whalebone Lane North;

•

Whalebone Lane South;

•

Crow Lane.
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9.11

There are parking restrictions at the junctions where Jutsums Lane intersects with London Road
and Crow Lane. Footway parking is permitted in some areas along Jutsums Lane. Elsewhere in
the route window there are no parking restrictions, but no public off-street parking is provided.

9.12

Footpath 123 is a footpath that starts from Jutsums Lane and runs east–west along the south side
of the railway to Nursery Walk (Route Window NE9). Recent surveys have shown that it is little
used. Another footpath provides a route from Saville Road (west of West Ham United Football
Club’s training ground) to Whalebone Lane South. A recent survey showed that, over a twelve
hour period, a total of 35 pedestrians and 14 cyclists used this footpath.

The permanent works
Romford Depot underpass
9.13

The underpass will allow trains to pass under the Great Eastern Main Line to the depot approach,
which then passes over Jutsums Lane on a new railway bridge. At the west end of the site and to
the east of the bridge over Whalebone Lane South, a new junction will be created to connect the
present Great Eastern Main Line alignment to the depot via the underpass.

9.14

The works, involving provision of a widened embankment and a new retaining wall from
Whalebone Lane South to the Jutsums Lane bridge, will necessitate the acquisition of the
southern edge of the West Ham United training ground and part of Westlands playing field. The
two new tracks will continue to the eastern border of the West Ham United training ground,
where they will pass through the underpass beneath the Great Eastern Main Line before entering
the depot on the south side of the line.
Jutsums Lane bridge works

9.15

Immediately east of Jutsums Lane is the start of the depot with tracks giving direct access to
either the depot building or the stabling sidings at the eastern end of the site (Route Window
NE9).

9.16

Having passed through the new underpass, the two tracks will climb a new ramp to cross an
extended bridge over Jutsums Lane. A new retaining wall and embankment will be constructed
on the southern boundary of this new alignment. A new departures and arrivals road will also be
constructed between Jutsums Lane and a point immediately east of the underbridge to allow
access between the depot and the fast lines.

Worksite assessment
Romford Diveunder Worksite North
9.17

The northern worksite for the underpass works will be at the eastern side of the Westlands
playing field (the sports ground of St Edward’s Comprehensive School) and east of West Ham
United’s training ground (see fig. 9.1). Excavated material will be stored at this worksite pending
removal or transfer to other parts of the site.
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Figure 9.1 Westland playing fields, location of the Diveunder North worksite

9.18

Works to the embankment adjacent to the Great Eastern Main Line will affect the footpath that
runs between Whalebone Lane South and Saville Road and this will be closed during
construction. This will give rise to a temporary diversion of approximately 700 m. Given the
relatively short distance of the diversion and the relatively low number of pedestrians observed to
use this footpath the temporary closure will not constitute a significant impact.

9.19

Access to the northern worksite will be from London Road via a temporary haul road to be
constructed along the western boundary of Westlands playing field. Lorries entering the haul road
from the west have the potential to obstruct eastbound traffic on London Road. The access point
will be designed in consultation with the London Boroughs of Havering and Barking &
Dagenham to reduce the potential for any such obstruction and delays. No significant impacts are
predicted.
Romford Diveunder Worksite South

9.20

An area of open land south of the Great Eastern Main Line, behind 208 Crow Lane, will be used
as a second worksite for the underpass. Access to this worksite will be from Crow Lane (see
fig. 9.2). Excavated material will also be stored here pending removal or transfer to other parts of
the site.
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9.23

Figure 9.2 No. 208 Crow Lane, the location of Romford Diveunder Worksite South

9.21

The assessment has assumed that the works for the Jutsums Lane Bridge will be carried out from
this worksite. The carriageway under the bridge will remain open to traffic during the
construction of the new bridge except for short-term (off-peak) closures. Appropriate traffic
management, including the use of temporary signals, will be discussed and agreed with the
London Borough of Havering. With this mitigation, no significant impacts on road users, cyclists
or pedestrians are predicted.

The proposed lorry route (inbound and outbound) for Romford Diveunder Worksite North runs
along A12 Eastern Avenue (TLRN), Whalebone Lane North, A118 London Road and the
temporary haul road shown on Map NE8 (iv).As noted above, the design of the access will be
prepared in consultation with the highway authorities so that any potential delays on London
Road are mitigated. No significant impact on road users, pedestrians or cyclists is predicted.

Inbound

A12 Eastern Avenue (TLRN), North Street, Romford Ring Road (Waterloo Road
and St Edwards Way), Oldchurch Road and Crow Lane.

Outbound

Crow Lane, A1112 Whalebone Lane South, Wood Lane, A1240 Heathway, Ripple
Road, and to A13 (TLRN).

9.24

Access to the southern worksite will be direct from Crow Lane. Lorries will approach the site
from the east and leave towards Whalebone Lane to the west. Owing to possible limitations on
turning manoeuvres at the Crow Lane/Whalebone Lane South junction, where right turns are
prohibited, all construction traffic will have to go southbound towards A13 through Dagenham.

9.25

The initial project assumption was that excavated material from the depot worksites would be
removed by road. The traffic assessment based on this assumption identified a high volume of
lorry traffic that had the potential to disrupt local traffic in and around Romford Town Centre.
Early discussions with the London Borough of Havering and the London Borough of Barking &
Dagenham concluded that the predicted impacts would be of serious concern to both authorities.
With the local highway authorities’ views in mind, the assumption is that the bulk of excavated
material from site will be removed by rail and, as a consequence, the lorry movements arising
would not cause a significant temporary impact on road users, cyclists or pedestrians.

9.26

Based on this scenario, during the 36-week peak construction period, the daily number of twoway lorry movements will be about 20 for the Northern Diveunder worksite and 70 for the
Southern Diveunder worksite. As mentioned above, these lorry movements are not predicted to
cause significant temporary impacts.

Mitigation and temporary impacts
9.27

Lorry routes assessment
9.22

The lorry routes proposed for the Romford Diveunder Worksite South are as follows:

There are no significant residual construction traffic impacts in this route window and therefore
no mitigation is required.

Mitigation and permanent impacts
9.28

There are no significant operational traffic impacts to note in Route Window NE8, so no
mitigation is necessary.

9.29

The proposed Crossrail bridge will span Jutsums Lane in the approximate position of the existing
traffic signals. Consequently, the traffic signals will be moved southwards about 20 metres so
that they are clear of the new bridge structure. The signal timings will need to be adjusted to
allow for this so that capacity through the single lane section is maintained. The details of the
final arrangements will be the subject of discussion with the London Borough of Havering.

NE8 page 5

