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Baseline conditions

14 Route window W13
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West Drayton stabling sidings
14.7

West Drayton stabling sidings is currently occupied by an aggregates distribution centre and
other open storage use. It is bounded to the south by the Great Western Main Line and to the
north by the Colnbrook branch line.
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14.8

West Drayton is situated within the London Borough of Hillingdon. West Drayton station is
located in the town centre, South of Yiewsley and North of West Drayton, immediately south of
the Grand Union Canal (Slough Arm). West Drayton station is an outer London commuter station
with five platforms. It is on the National Rail network within Travelcard zone 6. Land use to the
south of the station is predominantly residential and to the north is a mixture of retail, office and
industrial land use. A photograph of this station is shown in figure 14.1.

Introduction
14.1

14.2

14.3

Within this route window the main Crossrail works will involve:
•

construction of a new stabling facility on the site of the former West Drayton coal
concentration depot;

•

redevelopment of West Drayton station; and

•

introduction of overhead line equipment throughout.

The Crossrail project will provide a rebuilt station at West Drayton with mobility impaired
passenger access to all Crossrail platforms. Crossrail services will provide new direct links to the
West End, City and Canary Wharf business district and onwards to Essex and via interchange at
Abbey Wood to North Kent. Journey time savings to these key destinations will be substantial as
set out below.
The following worksites will serve the stabling and station works respectively:
•

West Drayton stabling worksite; and

•

West Drayton to Horton bridge worksite.

14.4

Additional worksites are required to serve the Colne Valley trunk sewer diversion works.

14.5

It is estimated that the construction of the stabling facility will take one year and six months. The
station works are estimated to take one year and five months.

14.6

The drawings provided at the end of this chapter present the main features of the route window,
construction lorry routes assessed, existing facilities in the vicinity of West Drayton station and
transport linkages.

Figure 14.1: West Drayton station entrance

14.9

West Drayton station is a surface station between Iver and Hayes & Harlington stations on the
Great Western Main Line. Services are operated by First Great Western Link with destinations to
Reading in the west and London Paddington to the east. There are four services per hour in each
direction during the morning peak period. It takes 24 minutes to travel between London
Paddington and West Drayton.

14.10 The ticket hall is a simple single storey building, with access via a set of double doors. There is a
step up from footway level to the ticket hall and a ramp from the ticket hall leads to a subway,
which provides access to the platforms and a route to the southern entrance to the station. The
subway leads to three sets of staircases, which are the only means of pedestrian access to the
platforms.
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14.11 There is no taxi rank, minicab office or official drop-off and pick-up area at, or close to, West
Drayton station. There is, however, available space for informal vehicular drop-off and pick-up in
the forecourt, in front of the station building. Part of the drop-off space is marked for staff
parking. The cul-de-sac of the Warwick Road entrance may also act as an informal drop-off
point.
14.12 There are two vehicular accesses to West Drayton station, with the main one from Station
Approach, off the A408 High Street. High Street is a local distributor road and there is a
roundabout to assist traffic flow at the junction of Station Approach and High Street.
14.13 The southern exit can be accessed from Warwick Road. It is set back from Warwick Road in its
own cul-de-sac. To the north of the station is the Grand Union Canal, which flows past the station
car park in Station Approach.
14.14 There are two small station car parks, with one next to each entrance. There is a twelve bay car
park that includes two disabled parking bays at the eastern end of Station Approach, adjacent to
the station building. To the rear of the station, within the cul-de-sac off Warwick Road, in front of
the rear entrance there are parking spaces for 12 vehicles.
14.15 On-street parking is available to the south of the station on the residential streets, mainly along
Warwick Road. There are also limited period pay and display parking spaces on Warwick Road
and a bit further away from the station, along Station Road and Bentinck Road.
14.16 Cycle parking with six Sheffield stands is provided in the forecourt, at the centre of the Station
Approach. No informal cycle parking was observed.
14.17 There are two bus stops on Station Approach. All local routes serving the West Drayton area
directly serve the station. There are two additional bus stands, one near the station building and
the other one opposite the station.
14.18 West Drayton is an integral part of the London Cycle Network. High Street and Station Road are
all signposted routes with advisory cycle lane road marking provided.
14.19 There is a pedestrian footway along both sides of Station Approach leading from High Street to
the station building. There is no formal crossing facility to link the two footways within the
Station Approach area.
14.20 There are no facilities for mobility impaired passengers at West Drayton station and there is no
step-free access to the platforms. The drop-off and pick-up area can be used by vehicles
dropping off and picking up mobility impaired passengers.

The permanent works
West Drayton stabling sidings
14.21

A new stabling facility will be constructed on the site of the former West Drayton coal
concentration depot, west of the station. The facility will comprise 22 sidings with low height
lighting, train washing facilities and staff accommodation buildings. The sidings will require the
removal of light industrial units, the provision of a new bridge over the Frays River and the
realignment of an access road.
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West Drayton station
14.22 Various track and platform works will be required at West Drayton station. Platform 4 will be
lengthened at the eastern end to accommodate Crossrail trains. The curvature of the goods line
behind platform 4 will be adjusted to allow for the provision of a new face to platform 5. Its
junction at the eastern end of the station will be moved eastwards by approximately 100 m.
Platform 3 will be extended eastwards.
14.23 A new ticket hall will be constructed east of the existing facility at the station. A new footbridge
will be provided with lift access to the platforms. The existing ticket hall will be converted to
commercial use. The existing subway will remain open to provide public access between the
station ticket hall and the residential area to the south, with the stairs to the platforms blocked up.
Signalling and Overhead line equipment
14.24 New and modified signalling will be required for the stabling and station. Overhead line
equipment will be installed on all five tracks at the station, on the stabling sidings and along all
of the alignment in this route window, except for the Colnbrook branch.
Colne Valley trunk sewer diversion
14.25 An element of the enabling works will be the diversion of the Colne Valley trunk sewer. The
existing sewer runs across the proposed worksite, and new railway tracks will be located over an
access manhole to this sewer. The sewer will be diverted so that the manhole access, the position
of which is critical, will be accessible. These works will be undertaken from separate worksites

Worksite assessment (group 1)
14.26 One worksite is accessed from the south via Station Road and is described below. The lorry route
is shown on Map W13 (iv).
West Drayton stabling sidings worksite
14.27 The proposed location of the stabling worksite is within the existing coal yard and is entirely
bound by railway. Access will be via the existing entry from Tavistock Road over the Colnbrook
Branch. A new site access point will be constructed north of the existing, soon after construction
commences. West Drayton stabling worksite is shown in figure 14.2.
14.28 No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified that are associated with this
worksite.

WEST DRAYTON STATION

Figure 14.2: West Drayton stabling worksite

Lorry route assessment
14.29 Lorry access to the worksite will be from the A408 Stockley Road, Cherry Lane, Sipson Road,
Station Road and Tavistock Road.
14.30 Peak construction activities at the sidings worksite will occur for a period of approximately 19
weeks, during which time the number of lorries generated by the worksite will be 68 per day. At
other times the typical number of daily lorry trips will be approximately 44.
14.31 No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified as a result of these lorry routes
and lorry volumes.

Worksite assessment (group 2)
14.32 One worksite is accessed from the north via Horton Road and is described below. The lorry route
is shown on Map W13 (iv).
West Drayton station to Horton bridge worksite
14.33 The proposed work site associated with the station improvements being undertaken at West
Drayton station is the West Drayton station to Horton Bridge worksite. The worksite will be
located between the Great Western Main and the Grand Union Canal with vehicular access from
Station Approach. Access to the worksite is shown in figure 14.3.

Figure 14.3: West Drayton to Horton bridge worksite access

14.34 This will also be the access for the Horton Bridge worksite in route window W12.
14.35 No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified that are associated with this
worksite.
Lorry route assessment
14.36 Access to this worksite is from the A408 Stockley Road, Horton Road, High Street and Station
Approach.
14.37 Peak construction activities at this worksite will occur for a period of approximately five weeks,
during which time the number of lorries generated by the worksite will be 60 per day. At other
times the typical number of lorries will be approximately eight per day.
14.38 Note that these lorry movements are for the station works and that the same worksite will be used
for bridge works (see route window W12). These works will generate additional lorry
movements; however, having assessed the peak construction periods for each worksite there will
not be a significant increase in lorries.
14.39 No significant traffic and transport impacts have been identified as a result of these lorry routes
and lorry volumes.

Worksite assessment (group 3)
14.40 One worksite is directly accessed off Weirside Gardens and is described below. The lorry route is
shown on Map W13 (iv).
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Colne Valley trunk sewer diversion worksites
14.41 Access will be required to a worksite south of the tracks located at the northern end of Weirside
Gardens. Access to some private garages will be restricted for a maximum of four weeks. This
does not constitute a significant impact.

Impact on journey times
14.51 Table 14.1 sets out representative journey time savings between West Drayton and selected
Crossrail stations. They are typical of the journey time benefits to many of the stations served by
Crossrail
Table 14.1: Journey Times savings With Crossrail at West Drayton (Platform to Platform)

Lorry route assessment

From / To

From West Drayton

14.42 During the peak construction traffic period there will be 10 lorries per day to take excavated
material away for approximately three weeks. These works will happen at the start of the
construction period before any other construction is undertaken. There will therefore be no
cumulative impact.
14.43 Lorries removing excavated material from site are expected to use the northern sewer diversion
worksite. The lorry route will therefore be Tavistock Road, High Street, Horton Road and onto
the A408 Stockley Road which joins with the M4.

Mitigation and temporary impacts

To West Drayton

14.44 There are no significant traffic and transport impacts to report in this route window, so no
mitigation is required.

Mitigation and permanent impacts
14.45 The significant operational impacts and mitigation measures are indicated in table 14.2.
14.46 Two significant impacts have been identified at West Drayton relating to traffic levels and public
transport.
14.47 Passenger numbers with Crossrail, are expected to increase by about 700 passengers entering and
450 passengers leaving the station in the morning peak period (an increase of approximately 80
per cent in two-way usage compared to the without Crossrail scenario) . The 2016 with
Crossrail flows predicted at the station are approximately 2,500 two-way between 0700 and
1000. The design of the new station building will provide sufficient capacity for the forecast
passengers and will provide step free access for mobility impaired passengers from street level to
the Crossrail platforms. There are sufficient traffic and transport facilities in the vicinity of the
station to cater for the forecast numbers.
14.48 Traffic levels are forecast to increase on Station Approach by 49 per cent to a flow of about 240
vehicles two-way in the morning peak hour. This will not have any adverse effect on traffic
operation.
14.49 Significant impacts on rail users at West Drayton are forecast. Rail passengers are forecast to
experience significant journey time benefits. These are discussed below.
14.50 There are no permanent significant impacts associated with the stabling sidings. These facilities
will attract a maximum of some120 vehicles to the site per day. This is based on a robust
assessment assuming all train crew, cleaning staff and maintenance staff are all travelling by car
or van to and from the site each day. This would not have any adverse impacts on the highway
network. Adequate on site parking will be provided.
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Tottenham
Liverpool Canary
Heathrow Court Road Farringdon Street
Wharf

Stratford

Without
Crossrail 24

42

42

46

55

59

With
Crossrail 17

22

25

28

34

41

Savings
(mins)

7

20

17

18

20

18

Savings
(%)

29%

48%

40%

39%

36%

31%

Without
Crossrail 24

46

45

49

59

63

With
Crossrail 19

26

29

31

38

47

Savings
(mins)

5

20

16

18

21

16

Savings
(%)

21%

43%

36%

37%

36%

25%

Table 14.2: Route window W13 – Permanent impacts at West Drayton station
Potential impact

Significance

Committed Mitigation

Residual Impact
Description

Significance

Public Transport
OT2c

Improved journey time –
see journey times table

Significant

N/a

N/a.

Significant

Significant

N/a

N/a

Significant

Significant

Traffic can be accommodated
within the current highway
capacity.

Noncongested

Not
significant

Station impacts
OT5

New access for mobility
impaired passengers to
Crossrail’s platforms

Traffic Levels
OT1a

Station Approach – 49 per
cent increase in traffic to
about 240 vehicles, twoway in the morning peak
hour

Transport
for London

Transport
for London

Transport
for London

Transport
for London

Transport
for London

Transport
for London

