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Mile End Park shaft
14.5

Mile End Park is a linear area of public open space, open to the public at all times, situated
between the Regents Canal and Burdett Road. It also houses the Mile End Stadium Sports
complex.

14.6

Bow Road Underground station and Bow Church DLR station are to the north, with the Royal
London Hospital further to the west, all on the A11 Bow Road. There are also a number of
schools in the area.

14.7

Access to east and west of this route window can be taken from the A11 Bow Road/Mile End
Road and to the south from the A1205 Burdett Road. These roads form part of the Transport for
London Road Network. Waiting and loading on Tower Hamlets administered roads is controlled
throughout the local area; CPZ waiting restrictions typically apply between 0830 and 1830 hours,
Monday to Friday.

14.8

The area is well served with public transport; by Bow Road and Mile End Underground and Bow
Church DLR stations. Bus routes serve the Mile End Road/Bow Road (A11) and the A1205
Burdett Road/Grove Road.

14.9

Moderate pedestrian flows occur in both the AM and PM peaks on Burdett Road and are
generally associated with access to local public transport.
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Introduction
14.1

Crossrail’s twin bored tunnels will broadly follow the existing railway corridor (the London to
Southend line) in this route window. The permanent works in this route window will be the
construction of:
•

the running tunnels;

•

the Mile End Park shaft;

•

the Eleanor Street shaft.

Both shafts are needed as escape and intervention points and to provide ventilation.
14.2

There will be two worksites in this route window. From west to east they are:
Mile End Park Shaft worksite In the southeast corner of Mile End Park adjoining Burdett
Road.
Eleanor Street worksite

14.3

Within the eastern extent of the current caravan park at the
eastern end of Eleanor Street.

The maps provided at the end of this chapter present the main features of the route window and
the assessed construction lorry routes.

Baseline conditions
14.4

This route window is in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. Although the main land uses are
residential, being a mixture of Victorian terraces and post-war redevelopment, there are large
areas of open green space, including Mile End Park and Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park.

Eleanor Street shaft
14.10 Eleanor Street is flanked to its east by a railway line and passes beneath a railway bridge
immediately south of its junction with Tidworth Road. Frontages include the Bow Triangle
Business Park, a traveller’s caravan site and various small commercial/light industrial premises.
Mornington Grove is a mainly residential street with privately owned terraced housing. The
Thames Magistrates Court flanks the east side of Mornington Grove with its front entrance on the
A11 Bow Road.
14.11 ‘Red Route’ controls apply for approximately the first 10 m of Mornington Grove. The remainder
of Mornington Grove and the entirety of Eleanor Street are incorporated within a CPZ (CPZ
waiting restrictions typically apply between 0830 and 1830 hours, Monday to Friday). The
daytime parking demand appears to be heaviest on Mornington Grove on its approach to the Bow
Road (A11) junction, elsewhere there appears to be little daytime parking activity. Eleanor Street
and Mornington Grove are partly traffic-calmed with speed cushions, although neither street is
incorporated within a 20 m.p.h. zone.
14.12 Eleanor Street rail overbridge has a highway clearance of 4 m. This is the largest clearance of any
potential local access route.
14.13 Moderate pedestrian flows occur in both the AM and PM peaks on Bow Road (A11), and are
generally associated with access to local public transport. Pedestrian volumes are low on both
Mornington Grove and Eleanor Street. A pedestrian footbridge over the railway links Eleanor
Street and Arnold Road.
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Potential changes in baseline conditions
Mile End Park shaft
14.14 A redevelopment of Mile End Stadium and the surrounding parkland areas has commenced and is
due for completion by 2006. This includes reorientation to provide the main entrance to the
complex off Burdett Road. A new access point and access road will be provided to the north of
the Mile End Park Shaft Worksite. This is currently under construction.

The permanent works
Running tunnels
14.15 Two 6 m diameter running tunnels will be constructed that will descend from a depth of
approximately 23 m at Mile End Park shaft to a depth of approximately 28 m below street level
at Eleanor Street shaft.

14.20 The overall construction period including fit out and commissioning of Mile End Park shaft will
be about three years and nine months.
14.21 The worksite will normally generate approximately five lorry loads (10 movements) per day and
approximately 24 loads (48 movements) during the peak construction period, spanning about
nine months.
14.22 Transport for London have been consulted about potential traffic management arrangements and
the detailed arrangements will be agreed prior to construction, in accordance with Crossrail’s
construction mitigation measures (refer Volume 8a and Appendix B1 of the Environment
Statement).
14.23 Given the location of the site and the nature of the local highway network, the worksite
arrangement and associated lorry access and entry points are not predicted to cause any
significant adverse impact on local road users, pedestrians or cyclists.

Mile End Park shaft
14.16 The Mile End Park shaft will be constructed in the southeast corner of Mile End Park, bounded
by Burdett Road and Network Rail’s viaduct that carries the line to and from Fenchurch Street.
The shaft will provide escape, intervention and ventilation facilities with a surface structure
located adjacent to Burdett Road. Once ground level works are completed, the site will be
landscaped to integrate with the Mile End Park; hard standing will be constructed for use by
emergency services.
Eleanor Street shaft
14.17 The Eleanor Street shaft will be constructed within the eastern extent of the caravan park at the
eastern end of Eleanor Street. The site is in an area of land bounded by LUL’s District line and
Network Rail’s line to and from Fenchurch Street station. Ventilation and emergency intervention
facilities will be provided. A surface structure will be constructed along with an area of hard
standing. Beneath the surface, a concrete box will contain ventilation equipment.

Worksite assessment (group 1)
Mile End Park Shaft Worksite
14.18 The proposed worksite arrangement will operate in close proximity to the redeveloped Mile End
Stadium. Peaks of pedestrian and vehicular traffic activity may occur however these can be dealt
with as part of the traffic management measures to be discussed with the operator and the local
highways authority prior to construction.
14.19 Access to the site will be taken directly from the Transport for London Road Network. In
accordance with the advice of Transport for London, the worksite access will be taken from the
new Stadium access road rather than directly from Burdett Road to reduce the number of access
points on this part of the TLRN.

Figure 14.1 Burdett Road, looking south

Lorry route assessment
14.24 Material, including excavated material will be delivered and removed by road only.
14.25 The worksite access will be from the new Mile End Stadium Access Road (currently under
construction) off the A1205 Burdett Road, which is part of the TLRN. Egress is proposed directly
onto the A1205 Burdett Road via an existing crossover. No specific lorry routes are therefore
required.
Lorry holding area assessment
14.26 It is anticipated that adequate lorry holding capacity is available on-site.
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14.27 A potential lorry holding area for sites in Route Window C8 (the Hanbury Street shaft in
particular) has been identified on the north-westbound carriageway of the A1205 Burdett Road,
approximately 50 m northwest from the proposed worksite access. This would require removal of
the bus lane in this location.
14.28 The bus lane is operational for weekday morning and evening peak hours only. Recent site
observations have taken place at these times and traffic queues were not observed and it is not
anticipated that the use of the lorry holding area will cause a significant impact on general traffic
and bus operations.

Worksite assessment (group 2)

14.36 The worksite will normally generate approximately six lorry movements per day (ie three lorry
loads) and approximately 34 (ie 17 lorry loads) during the peak construction period, spanning
about seven weeks.
14.37 As noted above, light goods vehicles could potentially access the site via a new access to the rear
on Rounton Road which links to the A11 Bow Road via Campbell Road. However, this is not a
desirable route for heavy goods vehicles due to the restricted highway geometry and viaduct
clearance constraints.
14.38 The daily flow of lorries generated by the worksite is too small to trigger any significant effect on
the basis of the approved criteria. As a result, no significant traffic and transportation impacts are
anticipated as a result of the proposed lorry routes.

Eleanor Street worksite
14.29 Crossrail will construct a 15 m diameter shaft within the eastern extent of the current caravan
park site at the eastern end of Eleanor Street. The site is in an area of land bounded by London
Undergrounds District line and the LT&S line to Fenchurch Street.
14.30 The eastern section of Eleanor Street (approximately 70 m length) will be encompassed within
the worksite. This section of highway is not a through road and currently allows only local access
e.g. to the caravan park. Kerbside space is seldom used for waiting and loading activities and an
adequate turning space will still be available for general traffic. Lorry access and egress will be
from separate newly formed access and egress points on Eleanor Street. There is potential for
light goods vehicles only to access and egress the worksite from Rounton Road (see lorry route
assessment below), to reduce potential conflict with lorry traffic.
14.31 The overall construction period including fit out and commissioning of Eleanor Street shaft is
about three years and three months.
14.32 The worksite arrangement and associated lorry access points are not predicted to cause any
significant adverse impacts on local road users, pedestrians or cyclists.
Lorry route assessment
14.33 Material, including excavated material will be delivered and removed by road.

Figure 14.2 District line passing below bridge adjacent to Eleanor Street

14.34 Access to this worksite is proposed from Eleanor Street via Mornington Grove from the TLRN
(at the A11 Bow Road). This route is restricted with a 4 m bridge clearance on Eleanor Street and
this will be taken into account when planning deliveries.

Lorry holding area assessment

14.35 Traffic movements at the Mornington Grove priority junction with the TLRN are restricted
through a central reserve on Bow Road A11 so that there is no right turn permitted for vehicles
entering or leaving Mornington Grove. This will mean that traffic exiting the site intending to
travel eastbound will first have to travel west on the A11, then south via Burdett Road. As
requested by the local authority, the potential to remove the central reserve and introduce signal
control to reduce lorry mileage within the London Borough of Tower Hamlets was discussed
with TfL. However, having regard to the traffic management implications and the low peak
numbers of lorries anticipated, TfL did not support this proposal and hence no change to the
junction arrangements is proposed.

14.39 An on-street lorry holding area is proposed on the northern section of the southbound
carriageway of Eleanor Street adjacent to the railway. The location and operation of the lorry
holding area is not anticipated to cause any significant impacts on road users, pedestrians or
cyclists.

Mitigation and temporary impacts
14.40 No significant temporary traffic and transport impacts are anticipated associated with this route
window.

C12 page 5

ROUTE WINDOW C12

Mitigation and permanent impacts
14.41 There are no significant permanent traffic impacts to note in this route window.
14.42 Both shafts are required for ventilation and emergency escape and intervention. Only occasional
access for maintenance will normally be required.
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