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Introduction

Figure 17.1 Pitsea, worksite location

19.1

This route window, which is remote from the Crossrail route, contains the Pitsea Sidings
Excavated Material Handling Worksite.

19.7

19.2

Pitsea Treatment and Landfill, which lies to the south, is a suitable site for the disposal of
excavated material arising from Crossrail’s tunnel and shaft sites. The Pitsea Sidings Excavated
Material Handling Worksite will handle excavated material transported by road and rail from the
Crossrail works and transfer it to the landfill site. To accommodate rail access it will be necessary
to construct rail sidings adjacent to the London to Tilbury main line.

The main road access to the area is the elevated A13 Southend Arterial Road, which forms part of
Essex County Council’s Principal Road Network. Immediately north of A13 are a Tesco
superstore and residential development on the southern edge of Basildon. The worksite is
bounded to the north by a belt of open land. The area south of the railway is open marshland.

19.8

Pitsea landfill site is about 1 km south of Pitsea station, with access off Wat Tyler Way. The site is
currently operated by Cleanaway and its present hours of operation are 0700 to 1600 hours,
Monday to Friday, and 0700 to 1100 hours on Saturdays.

19.3

Works will include the introduction of sidings, equipment to unload material from the trains, a
new access road and a new building at the entrance to the site.

19.9

19.4

It is expected that the sidings will have an operational life of about three years throughout the
main construction period of Crossrail.

Wat Tyler Way crosses the southernmost railway line (the Tilbury branch) via an automatic level
crossing. The present train timetable suggests that the crossing operates three or four times an
hour on average, up to eight times an hour at peak times, and up to six times per hour off peak. At
present, few goods trains use this section of track.

19.5

The drawings provided at the end of this chapter presents the local context, the main features of
the route window and the assessed construction lorry routes.

Baseline conditions
19.6

The London to Southend railway lines cross east–west through this route window. To the north is
the main line via Basildon which links at Pitsea station (on the London to Southend line)to the
Tilbury branch line from the south. Passenger trains on these lines are operated by C2C Trains.
Pitsea station lies to the east of the site, and bus routes access the station area providing linkage
to local residential areas.

19.10 Wat Tyler Way crosses the northern railway line over a narrow road bridge. The bridge is used for
station access by pedestrians but has very narrow footways. It is also substandard for two-way
traffic.

The permanent works
19.11 The sidings are only required during the construction phase; so once they are no longer required
by Crossrail temporary buildings, sidings and equipment will be removed.
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Worksite assessment
19.12 The worksite is located on the western side of Wat Tyler Way, about 300 m southwest of Pitsea
station on unused railway land.
19.13 The worksite area incorporates a pedestrian link between Pitsea station and the residential estate
on the northwest side of the Southend Arterial Road. The link will be relocated as part of the site
setup.
19.14 Construction of the sidings is likely to take up to 12 months. The construction will generate very
little road traffic since most of the materials can be brought in by rail. No significant traffic and
transport impacts have been identified during establishment of the worksite.
19.15 The works will include construction of an appropriate access point to the site to minimise traffic
delays on Wat Tyler Way from vehicles entering or leaving the site. The access point, along with
any associated traffic management measures, will be designed in consultation with the local
highways authority.
19.16 The worksite has been designed such that, once the sidings have been constructed, it will
accommodate several lorries going to the rail trucks and then shuttling to and from the landfill
site to the south.

19.18 No significant traffic and transportation impacts have been identified on road users, pedestrians
or cyclists.
Lorry routes assessment
19.19 Construction lorries can enter and leave the sidings and the landfill sites by way of Wat Tyler
Way and Pitsea Hall Lane, which links directly to A13 Southend Arterial Road.
19.20 Wat Tyler Way provides a link to Pitsea station, a rail depot and several local community
attractors: a public house, a civic amenity centre, the Wat Tyler Country Park, Pitsea Creek
Marina and Jetty, and a pony sanctuary. There are very few residential frontages on this route.
19.21 A mini-roundabout is at the junction of Pitsea Hall Lane, Wat Tyler Way and Hazelmere (a road
that goes to the Tesco Superstore).
19.22 The narrow bridge over the northern rail line is substandard, but it remains the only practical
route from A13 to the sidings worksite and the landfill site, and is the present access route to the
landfill site.
19.23 The level crossing south of the sidings site, although automated, would benefit from the
introduction of yellow box markings to enhance local safety. North of the worksite access, local
bus routes serve Wat Tyler Way (north of the station).
19.24 Once the sidings are in operation, the majority of lorry movements generated by Crossrail will be
movements between the sidings and the landfill. It is expected that 300 lorry movements a day
between the worksite and the landfill will be generated.
19.25 Crossrail will operate within the conditions of any future consents and/or licences of the landfill
site, including any limitations imposed on numbers of lorry movements. Because most of
Crossrail’s excavated materials will be brought to the local area by rail, there may be benefits on
the northern section of Wat Tyler Way arising from a reduction in the lorry movements that
would otherwise have been generated by the landfill site. A reduction in lorry movements would
also have a beneficial impact on the busy roundabout at the junction of Pitsea Hall Lane, Wat
Tyler Way and Hazelmere, and would reduce conflict with pedestrians on the narrow bridge over
the railway line.
19.26 Having regard to the nature of operations associated with the worksite, no significant impacts on
road users, pedestrians or cyclists.

Mitigation and temporary impacts
19.27 There are no significant temporary impacts arising from the works.
Figure 17.2 The level crossing at Pitsea, looking north

19.17 Trains carrying excavated material will be scheduled to operate during gaps in the passenger train
timetable and so will not affect the operation of commuter services.
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Mitigation and permanent impacts
19.28 There are no operational impacts arising in this route window since there are no permanent
works.
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