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Introduction
26.1

The route window lies within the London Borough of Bexley. The works in the route window
will be the refurbishment of Manor Wharf (at the site of the former Belvedere Power Station) in
order to create a barge loading facility at which excavated material removed by lorry from the
Plumstead portal, Arsenal Way shaft and Warren Lane shaft can be stockpiled and loaded on to
barges for transport down river to landfill in Rainham, Essex. The vast majority of this material
will be generated by the two tunnel boring machines that will be launched from the Plumstead
portal site (route window SE6) towards North Woolwich (route window SE4).

26.2

The drawings provided at the end of this chapter present the main features of the route window
and the assessed construction lorry routes.

26.3

Manor Wharf is shown on Map SE6A (iv). This site is likely to be operational for two and half
years.

Figure 26.1 The back of Manor Wharf seen from the south bank, looking east

The permanent works
26.6

The site identified for the transfer of excavated material to barges is a large area of disused land
on the south bank of the River Thames in Belvedere. The London Borough of Bexley is the local
planning authority and highway authority.

26.5

To the east of the land is a relatively large storage warehouse owned by Iron Mountain. North of
the Iron Mountain site is a large, disused wharf, which preliminary surveys indicate to be suitable
for mooring two or three barges at a time. (See fig. 26.1.) The wharf is mostly constructed from
reinforced concrete and was probably built in the 1950s or 1960s. An ‘UNSAFE STRUCTURE’ notice
is attached to the wharf, suggesting that it has been struck at some time. Given some repairs, the
wharf is potentially usable for loading barges.

x

the fendering on the wharf will be replaced, working from boats;

x

a conveyor will be constructed from land behind the river wall;

x

the access road to the site will be widened temporarily to make it suitable for lorries;

x

the river bed around the wharf will be dredged to enable barges to come alongside the wharf.

Worksite assessment
26.7

The proposed site is in an isolated location with a single access by way of an unadopted highway,
Norman Road. It will be necessary for the conveyor to cross the public footpath/cycle path that
runs along the south bank of the River Thames past the Iron Mountain site and the proposed
worksite, separating them from the wharf. The footpath along the south bank of the River
Thames will need to be temporarily closed to install the conveyor; it will remain open at all other
times.

26.8

It is proposed that an area of land within the northern boundary of the Iron Mountain site should
be used to facilitate refurbishing the wharf, erecting the conveyor and setting up the site facilities.
Access to the worksite during these activities will be via the private road to the Iron Mountain
storage warehouse. Once the site is in operation, excavated materials will be brought to the site
along Norman Road.

Baseline conditions
26.4

The works will be as follows:
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Lorry routes assessment
26.10 Excavated material from the Plumstead portal, Arsenal Way shaft and Warren Lane shaft will be
transferred to Manor Wharf by road via the routes shown on Map SE6A (iii).
26.11 Access to the area designated for stockpiling excavated material will be from A2016 Eastern Way
via Norman Road. This road is in very poor condition and is not wide enough for the number of
daily lorry movements expected. Although it forms part of the borough’s cycle network there are
no special facilities for cyclists to protect them from other traffic, nor is there any footway for
pedestrians. A system of street lighting does exist but it is not known who maintains it.
26.12 As outlined above, the number of lorry movements to this site will be very high during peak
tunnelling operations and Norman Road is too narrow to accommodate this number of vehicles
safely. Furthermore, Norman Road is part of a cycle network, so the safety of both cyclists and
pedestrians needs to be taken into account when considering the suitability of this route for its
intended purpose. The proposed lorry route is shown on Map SE6A (iv).

Mitigation and temporary impacts

Figure 26.2 The disused land that will be used for the transfer of excavated material

26.9

At peak times (12 months) the traffic will amount to 260 loads a day. Four to six 1000-tonne
barges a day will visit the wharf, which will be able to accommodate three at a time. It will take
about five hours to load one barge.
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26.13 To overcome the potential road safety risks it is proposed that Norman Road will be widened to
cater for the construction traffic, having regard to the physical constraints on site and the need to
safeguard vulnerable road users.

Mitigation and permanent impacts
26.14 There are no operational mitigation measures recommended for this route window.
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