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Crossrail Amendment of Provisions

Route Window SE6: Plumstead Portal

Location plan of Plumstead Portal

8.1

Introduction

8.1.1

The main ES sets out the requirement for the Plumstead west worksite (Volume 3,
Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.17). This site is located to the west of the
main Plumstead worksite at Plumstead Goods Yard and to the south of Nathan Way.

8.1.2

The land identified for the Plumstead west worksite forms a part of a London Borough
of Greenwich backed proposal for the redevelopment of the wider area. The plans for
the redevelopment of the area propose to use the land to the south of Nathan Way to
construct the main access to the development providing a link to the strategic road
network, Plumstead Road (A206). The use of this land by Crossrail would potentially
limit the whole of the proposed development area.

8.1.3

As a result, an alternative area of land, known as the council depot worksite, has been
proposed for use as a worksite by Crossrail. This land currently lies outside the limits
of the Bill, hence the need for an Amendment.

Environmental Statement

8.1.4
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This chapter sets out information on the following:
• the original proposals for the worksite south of Nathan Way;
• the proposals for the worksite relocation;
• a description of any construction works for the revised proposals; and
• an assessment of any changes to the significant environmental impacts reported
in the main ES.

8.2

Temporary Works
The Original Works

8.2.1

The original Crossrail proposals required an area of land to the south of Nathan Way
as a worksite (Plumstead west worksite). The worksite is required to construct the
Plumstead portal and also to handle the excavated material from the tunnel drives to
North Woolwich portal. The original works are shown on Map SE6(i) of the AP2 ES
mapping volume (AP2a).

Aerial view of the council depot worksite
The Revised Scheme
8.2.2

The alternative worksite (council depot worksite) is located to the east of the Plumstead
west worksite and White Hart Road. It is bounded to the south by the existing railway
corridor, to the west by White Hart Road, and to the north by North Road (see Map
SE6(ii) within the AP2 ES mapping volume (AP2a)).

100

Crossrail Amendment of Provisions

8.2.3

The land identified for the council depot worksite is currently occupied by a former
electricity generating station which has been converted into a council depot but is not
currently in use. It is proposed to provide offices and/or workshops for Crossrail within
the existing building and car parking on the open areas of the site. With the area of
the council depot available, the Plumstead west worksite will no longer be required.

8.3

Construction of the Revised Works
Overview

8.3.1

The method of construction of Plumstead Portal remains unchanged from the main ES
(Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.11 to 11.9.20). The removal
of Plumstead west worksite and its replacement by the council depot worksite will
result in a reconfiguration of the construction works, including changes within the main
construction site (Plumstead worksite). Arrangements for lorry access will remain
unchanged.
Duration of the Works

8.3.2

There has been no change from the duration of works as described in the main ES
(Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.11 to 11.9.12).
Construction Plant

8.3.3

There will be no change in the construction plant described in the main ES (Volume 3,
Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.16).
Worksites

8.3.4

The amendment at this location has been the change in worksite boundaries, with the
removal of land to the west of the main worksite at Nathan Way and its replacement by
land to the east. The revised works are shown on Map SE6(ii) of the AP2 ES mapping
volume (AP2a).

8.4

Mitigation and Residual Impacts
Overview

8.4.1

The proposed temporary works do not change the conclusions as set out in the main
ES with respect to noise and vibration, air quality, water resources, contaminated land,
community or socio-economics (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9).
Impacts on Landscape Townscape and Built Heritage
Baseline

8.4.2

The Plumstead worksite west and the new council depot worksite are both located
in a townscape of overall low sensitivity and low townscape quality.

Environmental Statement

8.4.3
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The council depot worksite contains a former electricity generating station, which is
listed as Grade II. This complex of buildings was originally an early-Edwardian combined
refuse incinerator and electricity generating station supplying both street and domestic
lighting. Power generation ceased in 1923 and incineration in 1965 and it was
subsequently modified to become a council depot. It is not currently in use and is
undergoing repair work. The interiors of the buildings contain interesting decorative
finishes including doors, door surrounds, fireplaces, stairs and glazing within the
offices and glazed brick interiors and mosaic flooring in the main hall.

Former electricity generating station
8.4.4

The full baseline text for this route window is described within the main ES
(Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.21 onwards).
Impacts on Listed Buildings

8.4.5

The Grade II listed former electricity generating station will be used as site offices
and/or workshops. Where necessary, sensitive decorative features will be covered
for protection and this will ensure that no significant impacts occur.
Mitigation and Residual Townscape Impacts

8.4.6

The new worksite forms part of a townscape dominated by railway and industry, and
will not result in any additional significant impact on the townscape in this context.
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8.4.7

The removal of Plumstead worksite west from the scheme will eliminate the slight
adverse townscape impact which would have been caused by the removal of a group
of trees within this worksite.

8.4.8

In summary, the revised worksite location will not generate any significant temporary or
permanent landscape, townscape and built heritage impacts additional to those already
reported in the main ES (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.25
to 11.9.27).
Impacts on Visual Amenity
Baseline

8.4.9

The Plumstead worksite west is generally surrounded by low sensitivity visual receptors,
comprising workers in industrial premises, and high sensitivity visual amenity receptors,
who use the nearby Ridgeway Linear Park which runs along the line of the Ridgeway
Southern Outfall sewer.

8.4.10

The new council depot worksite is surrounded by low sensitivity visual receptors
comprising workers in industrial premises to the north and workers associated
with the railway to the west and southwest.

8.4.11

The full baseline text for this route window is described within the main ES
(Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.28 onwards).
Mitigation and Residual Impacts

8.4.12

The removal of Plumstead worksite west from the scheme will result in a reduction
in the level of impacts on the following visual receptors:
• workers at units 1– 6, Thamesmead Business Park;
• workers at bus garage, Pettman Crescent; and
• pedestrians on the western end of the Ridgeway Linear Park.

8.4.13

None of these visual receptors were identified as experiencing significant residual
adverse impacts in the main ES and will not experience significant residual adverse
impacts as a result of the proposed worksite changes.

8.4.14

The council depot worksite will extend the zone of visual influence of the works to
include an industrial site to the north of North Road as well as travellers and pedestrians
on North Road. The low-key activities within the council depot worksite and a minor
increase in associated traffic movements will not result in any significant adverse
impacts on the surrounding visual receptors.

8.4.15

In summary, the revised worksite location will not generate any significant temporary
or permanent impacts on visual amenity additional to those already reported in the
main ES (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.30 to 11.9.33).

Environmental Statement
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Impacts on Archaeology
Baseline
8.4.16

The baseline resources that might be affected by the revised scheme are substantially
the same as those described in the main ES, (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9,
paragraphs 11.9.34 and 11.9.35), with the addition of industrial archaeological remains
associated with the listed former electricity generating station (such as cobbles and
railway tracks).
Mitigation and Residual Impacts

8.4.17

The revised scheme will no longer have an impact on potential archaeological remains
in the Plumstead worksite west.

8.4.18

The council depot worksite has the potential to damage or partially remove industrial
archaeological remains at this new location. For these industrial archaeological remains,
the mitigation will be adjustment of the detailed design for the worksite and/or suitable
protective measures, to preserve the remains in situ.

8.4.19

Mitigation measures for other remains will be preservation by record, as reported in
the main ES (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.38). With this
mitigation, no significant residual impacts will occur.
Impacts on Ecology
Baseline

8.4.20

The baseline ecological resources are substantially the same as those described in the
main ES (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.39 to 11.9.49). Fewer
vegetation types will be affected with the removal of Plumstead worksite west, though
there is an area of species-rich railway ballast vegetation at the council depot worksite.

8.4.21

Surveys at the council depot worksite have not identified any habitat suitable for
protected species.
Mitigation and Residual Impacts

8.4.22

As a result of the removal of Plumstead worksite west, there will no longer be temporary
land-take from the Ridgeway in the Greenwich Site of Borough Importance (SBI). Loss
of areas of species-rich vegetation associated with railway ballast at the council depot
worksite will be avoided where possible by adjusting the design of the worksite. This
loss does not constitute a significant impact.

8.4.23

In summary, the revised worksite location will not generate any significant temporary
or permanent adverse impacts to ecology additional to those already reported within
the main ES (Volume 3, Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.41 to 11.9.42).
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Impacts on Traffic and Transport
Baseline
8.4.24

Traffic and transport baseline information is described in the main ES (Volume 3,
Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraph 11.9.52 to 11.9.54) and illustrated on
Map SE6(iii) of the AP2 ES mapping volume (AP2a).
Mitigation and Temporary Residual Impacts

8.4.25

The location of the proposed council depot worksite is adjacent to the Plumstead portal
worksite. Both worksites will share a common access route for lorries, ie from the
A2016 Eastern Way via New Road. The main site access is proposed from White Hart
Road, a short distance north of the railway bridge, and there may be an opportunity for
a secondary access directly from North Road.

8.4.26

The overall number of lorry movements is not expected to change as a consequence
of the change in worksites. The anticipated number of lorry movements on North Road
will, however, increase, but there will be a corresponding reduction of lorry movements
from the Pettman Crescent gyratory and Nathan Way. It will no longer be necessary for
any construction traffic associated with the Plumstead Portal works to use these two
roads. No significant temporary impacts will result from this change.
Mitigation and Permanent Residual Impacts

8.4.27

No significant permanent impacts are anticipated as a result of the revised worksite
location.

8.5

Summary

8.5.1

The proposed amendment to the worksite at Plumstead Portal will not change the
significant impacts as reported in the main ES for Route Window SE6 (Volume 3,
Chapter 11, Section 11.9, paragraphs 11.9.4 to 11.9.5).

Glossary of Terms
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Abbreviation/
Terminology

Explanation

Academy

Westminster City Academy development (Route Window C1)

AP

Amendment of Provisions to the Crossrail Bill

AP2a

The AP2 ES mapping volume

AP ES

Environmental Statement for first tranche of Amendment of Provisions
(published in January 2006)

AP2 ES

Environmental Statement for second tranche of
Amendment of Provisions

BC

Borough Council

The Bill

The Crossrail Bill submitted to Parliament in February 2005

BT

British Telecom

ES

Environmental Statement

Garden of Special
Historic Interest

A garden containing historical features dating from 1939 or earlier
and registered by English Heritage

Grade I

A listed building or structure, or registered garden or park,
of exceptional interest

Grade II*

A listed building or structure, or registered garden or park,
of particular importance and more than just special interest

Grade II

A listed building or structure, or registered garden or park
of special interest

Green Belt

A planning policy designation for land surrounding certain settlements
to prevent urban sprawl and keep land permanently open (as defined
in Government Planning Policy Guidance Note PPG2)

GWML

Great Western Main Line

HAM

Hackney to Abbey Mills

LB

London Borough (of)

Listed Building

A building of special architectural or historic interest included on a list
compiled or approved by the Secretary of State

LU

London Underground

main ES

Environmental Statement (published in February 2005)

Park of Special
Historic Interest

A Park containing historical features dating from 1939 or earlier and
registered by English Heritage

RB

Royal Borough (of)

SES2

Second Supplementary Environmental Statement
(published in January 2006)

SBI

Site of Borough Importance

TLRN

Transport for London Road Network

WL

Wick Lane
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